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Irish debate. Mr. John Dillon delivered a most waspish and
ingenious oration. He said, if Englishmen had possessed the
smallest national pride, a statue of Cromwell of the most
magnificent kind would have been erected by public sub-
scription hundreds of years ago. What had poor Ireland
done for Daniel O'Connell ? For Cromwell was almost the
greatest of Englishmen. This was too much for Carson. " He
was a murderer," he interjected. Dillon then said that as an
Irishman he could not possibly agree to the erection of the
statue in view of his tyranny in his country. Carson followed
him in the same sense. " I think it is a slight to this House to
have a statue to Oliver Cromwell under any circumstances
within the precincts of this House/' said the lineal descendant
of General Lambert.
With this speech ended Carson's career as an Independent
member. By his independence he seemed to have lost much :
reputations are made and lost every day in the House, and
won and lost again as soon. But Carson did seem to have
thrown aside all chance of political advancement by fighting
his old patron in a hopeless cause. He suffered much per-
sonal unpopularity at the time, but the House loves sincerity,
and in reality he had made himself known for the first time
to it. Gradually the House came to recognise that here was
no supple lawyer with a brief, but a fearless man of principle,
faithful, according to his lights, to a great cause.